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27th Annual Spring Bazaar 
Once again, we will be selling a variety of bentos at our 
Spring Bazaar, scheduled for Sunday, March the 17th.  
This year, we have a choice of four bentos: Tonkatsu 
(pork), Chicken Donburi, Chow Mein, and Tofu 
Donburi.  All interested, please fill out the attached pre-
order form.  Please send in your pre-orders by Sunday, 
Mar. 11, 2019.  Every year, we are blessed with 
volunteers to help prepare the bentos.  If you have 
time, please help us again.  There is nothing like 
helping at our bazaar for a great feeling of 
accomplishment and camaraderie. 

Spring O-Higan 
We will be observing Spring O-higan at 10:00 AM on 
Sunday, March 24, 2019.  O-higan is actually a one-
week period where we try to consciously practice the 
teachings of the Buddha.  This year, the spring solstice 
is March the 21st.  Therefore, the higan week begins 
on March 18, and ends on March 24.  Higan is also a 
time to appreciate our ancestors.  If you would like us 
to post a toba or read the names of your ancestors and 
pray for them in our Higan service, please fill out the 
included form and send it back to our temple.   

Hana-matsuri 
We will be celebrating Hana-matsuri, or the birth of 
Sakyamuni Buddha on Sunday, April 7, 2019, from 
2:00 PM. The birth of Sakyamuni Buddha is celebrated 
on April the eighth in Japan.  As it is passed down to us 
that Maya gave birth to Sakyamuni in Lumbini Garden, 
we often celebrate his birth by decorating the newborn 
baby Sakyamuni by surrounding him with an 
abundance of spring flowers. 

Rikkyo Kaishu-e 
Rikkyo Kaishu-e refers to the day on which our 
Nichiren Order was established.  History says that it 
was on April 28, 1253 (5th year of the Kencho Period), 
that Nichiren Shonin stood upon the precipice of Asahi-
ga-Mori in Kominato, Chiba Prefecture, Japan, to chant 
the O-daimoku for the first time.  This act is considered 
the beginning of the Nichiren Shu.  We will observe this 
monumental event with a service on Sunday, April 28, 
2019, beginning at 10:00 AM. 

Our Japan Tour 
Our temple will be going to Japan in October of 2019.  
Seeing Hiroshima, Kyoto, Nara, Hakone, Kamakura, 
Yokohama, and Tokyo are but a few months away.  
Our trusty travel agents will have a definite itinerary 
with firm travel costs by early March.  So, we will have 
a meeting to present our travel plans on Saturday, 
March the 23rd, at 11 AM (immediately following our 
Buddhist Discussion Session).  We will be joined by 
one of our travel agents from Nippon Express Travel.  
This tour is open to everyone.  Please contact either 
Sharon at 503-760-5814 or Rev. Ikenaga for more info. 

Japanese-American 
Graduation Banquet 
This year, our temple will be represented by graduating 
seniors, Alyson Miura, Isiah Baltzell, and Ella Hirata at 
the Japanese-American Graduation Banquet to be held 
at the Monarch Hotel on Sunday, May 5, 2019, 1:00 
PM.  Please support our graduates and our local Nikkei 
community by attending this very joyous event. 

Buddhist Discussion 
Our Buddhist Discussion Session is usually held at 
10:00 AM on the 3rd Saturday of the month.  This 
month, however, we will have our Discussion Session 
on Sat., Mar. the 23rd because we are having our 
Spring Bazaar during the 3rd week. 

Shodai-gyo 
The last Sunday of the month is reserved for Shodai-
gyo at 10:00 AM.  Shodai-gyo is a unique practice that 
incorporates meditation with the chanting of the O-
daimoku.  Everyone is welcome. 

Custom Traffic O-mamori 
Those interested in custom-made traffic safety o-
mamori for your cars, please fill out the attached form 
and send it to our temple. 

Board Meeting 
Our next board meeting will be on Sunday, Apr. 14, 
2019, at 11:00 AM. 



Feb. 3, 2019 Sermon 
 
     I would like to tell you two stories today that seem to be at opposing ends of an issue.  
Were you aware that a woman officiated the Jan. 13, 2019 playoff game between the New 
England Patriots and the Los Angeles Chargers?  Her name is Sarah Thomas, and she is the 
first woman to officiate an NFL playoff game as an on-field official.  She was the down 
judge on this day.  Although each official’s responsibilities are important, a down judge’s 
job is to stand on the opposite side of the line judge, and look straight down the scrimmage 
line, to watch for off-sides or encroachment.  A down judge’s position would also be critical 
in ruling on sideline plays.  He or she would be responsible for counting the number of 
offensive players on the field as well.  The down judge is also responsible for informing the 
referee of what the current down is.  Finally, the down judge is in charge of the chain crew.  
These are the down judge’s general responsibilities according to the NFL’s homepage.  
Clearly, being a down judge is a grueling, high-pressure job. 
     Sarah Thomas was hired as the first full-time female official in NFL history on April 8, 
2015.  But, what she had to go through until then was not easy.  Thomas worked her first 
varsity high school game in 1999.  She became the first woman to officiate a major college 
football game in 2007, one between Memphis and Jacksonville State.  She was also the first 
woman to officiate a bowl game in 2009, between Marshall and Ohio in the Little Caesars 
Pizza Bowl.  She is also famous for being the first woman to officiate in a Big Ten stadium. 
     The other story that I would like to introduce is that of Rahaf Mohammed al-Qunun.  
Rahaf is the eighteen-year-old Saudi Arabian girl who gained global attention when she 
locked herself into her hotel room in Bangkok, Thailand, en route from Kuwait to Australia, 
refusing to fly back home because she felt that she would be captured by Saudi authorities, 
prosecuted, and most probably executed.  She was detained by Thai authorities on January 
5, 2019.  As difficult as it is to believe, Rahaf was trying to escape from her family.  She 
claimed that her family abused her and threatened to kill her in an “honor killing” because 
she had left her religion. 
     Originally, Rahaf had intended to get on one more flight and seek asylum in Australia.  
But, her family had filed a missing person’s report in Saudi Arabia.  When she landed in 
Bangkok, she was approached by a man who told her that he needed her passport, and that 
he could get a Thai visa for her.  This man who did not disclose that he was a Saudi 
embassy official confiscated her passport.  Rahaf never intended to leave the airport, so she 
never needed a Thai visa.  While in the detention of Thai authorities, Rahaf created a twitter 
account, wrote about her leaving her religion, and implored officials of various Western 
nations to help her as a refugee.  This went viral, and soon people were calling for nations to 
give her asylum with the hashtag “#SaveRahaf”.  Eventually, people understood her plight, 
and she was placed under of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees.  Her 
passport was returned to her, and arrangements for asylum status was begun.  She was 
finally offered asylum by Canada. 
     In an interview, Rahaf said, “I wanted to be free from abuse and depression.  I wanted to 
be independent.  I wouldn’t be able to marry the person I wanted to.  I couldn’t get a job 



without permission.”  She further explained that, “The Saudi administration controls a 
woman’s life, her job, and position.  Woman can’t even travel on their own.  Women in 
Saudi Arabia are treated like children even if they are 50 or 60 years old.  They treat women 
terribly.  They aren’t free or equal to their male counterparts.  I think the number of women 
fleeing from the Saudi administration and abuse will increase, especially since there is no 
system to stop them. . . .  I hope my story encourages other women to be brave and free.”  
When the interviewer asked her about how she felt about her family disowning her, Rahaf 
responded, “The news really upset me.  How could my family disown me simply because I 
wanted to be independent and escape their abuse?” 
     Clearly, when we compare these two women, we can agree that they are both very brave 
and ambitious women who will no doubt inspire more women to pursue what they have 
accomplished.  But, how do these stories compare in terms of their status as women?  
Rahaf’s is a story of how she avoided probable death, from a family and regime that appear 
ruthlessly defiant about allowing women any freedom.  On the other hand, Sarah Thomas’ 
story sounds like a glorified adulation of the advances made by women, that they are now 
able to referee an NFL game of high caliber.  No doubt, these two examples are a testimony 
to the vast difference in how women are treated in two different societies, namely in the 
U.S. and Saudi Arabia.  But, what would the Buddha say about this? 
     Interestingly, the Buddha would see little difference between the two.  The issue is one 
of creating an issue where there should be none.  Sarah Thomas and Rahaf Mohammed al-
Qunun are but two cases on a spectrum.  The inequality of women was created by society, 
presumably by men, and reinforced by some women.  For the Buddha, whether you are a 
man or women should have no bearing on how they should be seen or treated.  However, we 
tend to create these labels within us.  Sarah Thomas’ story is certainly an inspiring one.  
But, to consider this as “inspiring” is to admit that there are still many barriers that need to 
be broken.  Unfortunately, people are convinced only when they are shown women in these 
new roles.  Strange though it is, we need to actually see a female bus driver, a female truck 
driver, or a female carpenter doing the same thing as men at the job site do we begin to feel 
more comfortable about it.  But, for the Buddha, the issue is one of delusion.  We somehow 
created the delusion that these were jobs for men, jobs that only men could do.  If we had 
begun to see men and women from a clean slate, without preconceptions, then the issue of 
inequality would not exist.  When we cease creating delusions, there will be truth. 
                                                                                                                          (Eisei Ikenaga) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



O-Higan Ancestor’s Prayer Application 
Your Name: _____________________________________________ 
 
Full Name of Deceased:  
_______________________________________________________ 
 
Buddhist Name if known: 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
Relation to you: __________________________________________ 
 
Date of Death (mm/dd/yyyy): ________/_________/_____________ 
 
Full Name of Deceased:  
______________________________________________________ 
 
Buddhist Name if known: 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
Relation to you: __________________________________________ 
 
Date of Death (mm/dd/yyyy): ________/_________/_____________ 
 
Full Name of Deceased:  
______________________________________________________ 
 
Buddhist Name if known: 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
Relation to you: __________________________________________ 
 
Date of Death (mm/dd/yyyy): ________/_________/_____________ 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Membership and participation stages: 
1) Attendance: Just participating in services is helpful to our Sangha and everyone is invited and welcome 
to attend at any time 
2) Contributing member: Our membership fees are small/flexible and this monetary token helps establish 
a formal bond and commitment 
3) Home Altar: After ~8 months of regular participation and only by request, a member may request that 
the minister come to your house to enshrine a Mandala Gohonzon. At the time, you may choose to invite 
some members, family and friends to attend. There will be a ceremony similar to our Sunday Service to 
perform an eye opening for the Gohonzon. Typical donation for this home service is $300 
4) Buddhist Name: This is a great honor that members of long standing may aspire to. Often this is done at 
a major life event like the birth of a grandchild, 25th/50th wedding anniversary or death. This service can 
be coordinated with the Minister. 
 

NBT membership: 
First and foremost, the mission of the Portland Nichiren 
Buddhist Temple is to spread Dharma, foster peace and 
connect with our community at large. This schedule of fees 
is a minimum suggested donation. While fees are a 
necessary part of maintaining a physical Temple, the 
strength of our Sangha community is based on 
participation in religious services and Temple events. 
Membership is based primarily on a sincere belief in the 
Nichiren-Shu doctrine and participation in Temple 
services and events.  
 
For membership fee waivers due to hardship, or for service 
in lieu of fee, contact a board member for approval at the 

January board meeting. But also, you must fill out and 
return this form. 
 
Dues and fees are strictly voluntary. They can be paid 
annually, monthly or periodically. Each January, the 
treasurer will add up each member's "membership" 
contributions (as designated by writing a note on the 
check) and apply them towards membership fees for the 
following year. Dues paid by Dec 31 2019 cover the year of 
2020.  
 
We have many members that prefer using the advance 
payment plan or early payment to avoid any difficulty at 
the end of the year. 
 

 
Annual 2019  membership dues: 
Basic membership 
Individual $80 Annually or $7 Monthly  
Family $100 Annually or $8 Monthly 
 
Pearl level member 
Individual $150 Annually or $13 Monthly  
Family $200 Annually or $17 Monthly 
 
Bodhi-tree level member 
Individual $200 or more Annually or $17 Monthly 
Family $300 or more Annually or $25 Monthly 
 
 
 

Membership Form 

 
Name:  
 
Address:   
 
  
 
Phone:   
 
E-mail:   
 
 
Request for Dana in lieu of payment or hardship 
membership? __________________________ 
 

Membership includes Annual personal amulet, listing in the March Newsletter and eligibility for board of directors' elections. 
Requests to remain anonymous or excluded from posting on the ballot will be respected. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 Portland Nichiren Buddhist Temple 
2025 SE Yamhill Street  
Portland OR 97214 
 

 

STAMP 

 
To: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ADDRESS CORRECTON REQUESTED  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Buddhist Discussion Group 
 

Our lives are ever-changing and full of challenges 
That’s why Buddhism is so dynamic 

Buddhism is about life 
Share your thoughts and have fun meeting new friends 

We meet on the third Saturday of the month at 10:00 AM  
Everyone is welcome 

For more information, please call our temple at 503-235-8292 


